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of  IRocbester. 


Report  as  to  Urban  District. 


H EALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

Guildhall, 

March  23rd,  1924. 


To  The  CHAIRMAN 


and  MEMBERS  of  the  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  as  to  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  1923. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  requires  a  full  and  detailed  Report,  which  is  called 
a  Survey  Report,  every  five  years ;  in  the  intervening  years  a  more  simple  Report, 
called  an  Ordinary  Report,  is  required.  The  last  Survey  Report  was  for  the  year 
1920.  This  Report,  then,  becomes  the  third  of  the  Ordinary  Reports. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  ... 

Population  (1923) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921) 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921) 
Rateable  Value  (Poor  Rate)  ... 

(General  District  Rate) 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  : — 

Borough  Rate 
Education  Rate 


2,936 

32,010 

No  information. 
No  information. 
£143,881 
£135,558 

£594 

£57S 


General  District  Rate 

.  £548 

2.  EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR. 

Total 

31 

F 

Births 

(  Legitimate  586 

l  Illegitimate  25 

265 

12 

321  ( 

13  ) 

Birth  Rate  (r.i 

3.)  19 

Deaths 

329 

160 

169 

Death  Rate  (e. 

G.)  10.2 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth 


IF 
l  0 


rom  Sepsis  0 
Other  causes  2 


DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  PER  1,000  BIRTHS:— 

Illegitimate,  160 


Legitimate,  40.9 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Total,  45.8 
3 
0 
9 


n 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  TIIE  YEAR 


4 


In  this  Table  are  included  three  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  of  Pneumonia,  and  two  of  Erysipelas,  which  were  notified  in,  but  did  not  belong  to  the  District. 

Of  the  cases  notified  and  admitted  to  Hospital,  fix  diagnosed  as  Diphtheria,  one  as  Enteric  Fever,  and  one  as  Scarlet  Fever,  turned  out  not  to  be  those  diseases. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


■  Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul 

monary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

5 

3 

10 

2 

4 

3 

4 

15 

6 

4 

1 

3 

1 

20 

5 

6 

2 

2 

25 

5 

3 

1 

2 

2 

35 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

45 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

55 

1 

1 

3 

2 

65  &  upwards 

1 

1 

Totals 

25 

25 

13 

15 

1  12 

15 

1 

3 

The  Registrar  General  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
as  29.  Particulars  of  two  of  these  are  not  available. 

From  this  table  are  excluded  51  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  all  of 
which  vfrere  notified  in,  but  did  not  belong  to  the  District.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 
the  districts  to  which  they  did  belong  were  duly  advised. 


THE  NOTIFICATIONS  WERE  DIVIDED  AS  FOLLOWS 


SOUTH. 

NORTH. 

Totals 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

36 

14 

50 

Non-pulmonary  do. 

14 

14 

2S 

Totals 

50 

28 

78 

t 

o 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

NOTES  ON  THE  DISEASES  ENUMERATED  IN  THE  FOREGOING  TABLES. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  was  a  further  great  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  as  compared  with  the  years 
1022  and  1921,  the  figures  being  1923,  27  ;  1922,  76;  1921,  139.  The  average  yearly  number  notified 
in  the  preceding  ten  years  is  81.  Moreover  the  type  of  disease  was  much  milder  than  in  1922,  as  out 
of  39  genuine  cases  admitted  to  St.  William’s  Hospital  there  was  no  death.  No  death  was  recoi’ded 
in  the  District  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Forty-nine  cases  were  notified  which  is  six  less  than  in  1922.  There  was  no  death. 

It  is  commonly  thought  that  Scarlet  Fever  is  now  a  disease  of  a  much  less  dangei’ous  character  than 
it  was  in  the  past,  and  certainly  the  Case  Mortality  is  vei’y  low,  being  about  1  per  cent.  On  these 
grounds  it  has  been  urged,  in  some  quarters,  that  the  isolation  of  Scarlet  Fever  might  be  abandoned  and 
the  Hospital  accommodation  thus  released  be  used  to  better  advantage  for  cases  of  Measles,  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  and  Whooping  Cough.  No  doubt  Hospital  isolation  and  treatment  for  these  diseases  is  a 
desirable  thing,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  Scarlet  Fevex*.  The  vei’y  mildness  of  the  disease  constitutes 
its  danger.  If  the  cases  were  left  at  home  they  would  presently  be  regarded  by  pai’ents  as  being  more 
or  less  trivial,  they  would  be  indiffei’ently  nursed,  they  would  be  allowed  to  get  up  too  soon  and  they 
would  fall  victims  to  the  treacherous  and  dangerous  complications  with  which  this  disease  is  associated. 
They  might  appai’antly  recover  only  to  develope,  after  a  time,  incurable  heai’t  or  kidney  trouble.  No 
disease  needs  more  careful  nursing  and  watching  than  does  Scarlet  Fever,  however  mild  it  may  appear 
at  the  onset.  For  this  reason  any  proposals  to  discontinue  the  Hospital  Ti'eatment  of  Scarlet  Fever 
should  be  lesisted. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Eight  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which  turned  out  not  to  be  the  disease.  Thei’e  wei’e  two  cases  in 
1922.  Of  the  l’emaining  seven,  there  was  good  evidence  to  show  that  two  contracted  the  disease  from 
eating  infected  oysters,  two  were  children  of  one  of  these  and  wei’e  directly  infected  from  the  patient, 
and  the  remaining  three  were  school  boys  who  contracted  the  disease  in  an  unusual  way.  They  picked 
up  and  ate  monkey  nuts  which  they  found  in  the  river  mud  near  the  sewer  outfall.  These  nuts  hail 
fallen  into  the  river  from  a  ship  which  was  being  unloaded  of  a  cargo  of  monkey  nuts  for  the  Oil  and 
Cake  Mills  The  receding  tide  left  them  on  the  mud  w  here  they  became  infected.  All  seven  patients  re- 
eovei’ed. 

SMALL  POX. 

No  case  occurred  during  the  year,  but  in  view  of  the  large  number  notified  in  other  parts  of  the 
Country  and  the  danger  thus  menacing  a  largely  unvaccinated  population,  the  Corporation  passed  a 
resolution  asking  that  the  Vaccination  Acts  should  be  fully  enforced,  and  this  l’esolution  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

As  in  1922  and  1921  no  case  was  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Fifty  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  wei’e  notified  and  there  were  29  deaths  There  were  3S 
notifications  in  1922  and  the  average  number  for  the  pi’eceding  ten  yeai's  is  42.5.  Of  the  29  deaths  from 
this  disease  eleven  cases  had  not  been  notified.  It  continues  to  be  clear  that  the  notification  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  the  district  is  still  far  from  complete,  notwithstanding  that  all  local  Medical  Practitioners 
wei’e  again  reminded  by  Circular  Letter  in  the  eai-ly  part  of  the  year,  of  their  statutory  duties  in  this 
l’espect. 

There  were  2S  notifications  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  four  deaths.  Of  the  four  deaths 
three  cases  had  not  been  notified. 

4.  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

In  July  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  affecting  27  boys,  arose  at  one  of  the  Private  Schools  in  the 
District.  The  leading  symptoms  were  gastric  pains,  followed  by  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  muscular  cramps 
and  collapse.  All  the  patients  recovered.  In  spite  ef  the  most  searching  investigation  the  exact  cause 
of  this  outbreak  was  not  discovered.  A  Special  Report  was  made  at  the  time  and  sent  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


5.  SUMMARY  (For  Reference)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND  OTHER 

INSTITUTIONS,  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

These  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  Report  for  1921,  and  has  undei’gone  no  change. 


6  LABORATORY  WORK 


All  Laboratory  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  at  Maidstone, 
following  examinations  were  made: — 


During  the  year  the 


Total 

Positive 

Negative 

Diphtheria 

55 

8 

47 

Tubei’cle 

107 

17 

90 

Typhoid  Fever... 

16 

7 

9 

Ringworm 

6 

4 

2 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  A 
of  cost. 


titoxiu  is  kept  at  the  Police  Station  and  is  available  day  and  night  fi’ee 


Dating  the  year  16  applications  for  this  Antitoxin  wei’e  made,  and  138,000  units  wei’e  issued  at  a 
cost  to  the  Corporation  of  £9  14s.  6d.  The  cost  in  1922  was  £13  6s.  5d.  and  in  1921  £38  18s.  6d. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS. 

The  following  are  in  force  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1S90:  Adopted  in  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  :  Adopted  in  1891. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  :  Adopted  in  1909. 

Bye-laws : — 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  Made  in  September,  1921 

Offensive  Trades  (Fish  Frying)  ...  ...  ...  Made  in  December,  1911 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (P.II.  Act,  1875). 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milksliops  Order,  18S5. 

7.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

OPEN  PRIVIES. 

Twenty-two  OPEN  PRIVIES  were  abolished  during  the  year  and  replaced  by  W.C.’s  There  are 
still  about  122  open  privies  in  the  district.  In  the  last  10  years  839  have  ceased  to  exist. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  lbth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  inspection  of 
the  City. 

COMPLAINTS. 

259  complaints  as  to  housing  defects  and  insanitary  conditions  were 
received  and  attended  to  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS. 

The  undermentioned  124  houses  were  inspected  and  reported  to  the 
Council  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts. 


Almon  Place  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Baker  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Castle  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Churcli  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Corporation  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Davis  Square  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deice  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Garden  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gravel  Walk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

High  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

John  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

King  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Larkliill  Court  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Maidstone  Road...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Morden  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Princes  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Richard  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rochester  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rose  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Star  Hill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wickham  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clarke’s  Yard,  North  Street  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cuxton  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Frindsbury  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Grange  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

HayAvard  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pearson  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Smith  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

South  Eastern  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Station  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Windmill  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wykeham  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Total  124 


Closing  Orders  were  made  on  the  following  properties — 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  Larkliill  Court,  High  Street, 

Nos.  70,  72,  74  and  76,  Frindsbury  Road, 

Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  Kelly’s  Cottages,  Frindsbury  Road, 
and  on  appeal  against  the  requirements  of  notices  under  Section  28,  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac., 
Act,  1919,  the  Ministry  of  Health  ruled  that — 

Nos.  44  and  46,  St,  Margaret’s  Street, 


should  also  be  closed. 


Nos.  1  and  2,  Clarke's  Yard,  North  Street,  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners,  as  they  had 
become  empty  and  were  not  worth  the  expense  which  would  be  necessary  to  render  them  properly  fit 
for  habitation. 

The  owners  of  Nos.  1  to  4,  Medway  Cottages,  Pelican  Yard ;  Nos.  12,  14,  16  and  IS,  Free  School 
Lane,  and  No.  1,  Blue  Boar  Lane,  appealed  against  the  requirements  of  notices  under  Section  28. 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919,  requesting  that  Closing  Orders  should  be  made.  The  Ministry  of 
Healtli  held  a  local  enquiry,  and  as  a  result,  decided  that  the  houses  could  be  rendered  fit  for  habitation 
without  re-construction. 

The  owners  of  Nos.  28  to  38,  Corporation  Street,  and  Nos.  1  to  8,  Davis  Square,  after  receiving 
notices  under  Section  28,  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919,  have  given  formal  notice  of 
intention  to  close  the  houses,  and  as  the  Council  is  of  opinion  that  the  houses  can  be  rendered  fit  for 
habitation  without  reconstruction  the  case  is  being  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  decision. 

Appeals  for  Closing  Orders  have  also  been  made  with  respect  to  Nos.  62,  64,  66  and  68,  Frindsbury 
Road,  and  as  the  houses  are  of  wooden  structure,  and  would  cost  about  £250  to  put  in  a  thorough 
habitable  condition,  the  Council  has  re-considered  its  previous  decision,  and  Closing  Orders  will  be 
made  in  due  course. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

In  addition  to  the  124  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts,  insanitary  conditions  were 
discovered  on  480  other  premises  as  the  tesult  of  inspections,  and  action  was  taken  to  secure  their 
abatement. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

As  the  result  of  notices  served,  2,941  improvements  of  various  kinds  were  effected  in  properties 
in  the  City  during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  table  below: — 

Houses  re-drained 
Houses  partly  re-drained 
Schools  re-drained 
Slaughter  houses  re-drained 
Defective  drains  repaired 
Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed 
New  ventilated  soilpipes  fixed 
New  ventshafts  fixed 
Soilpipes  or  ventshafts  repaired 
Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C.'s 
New  W.C.  apartments  built 
W.C.’s  provided  with  new  pans  and  traps 
W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus 
W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed 
New  urinals  built 
New  cesspools  dug 
Cesspools  enlarged 
Cesspools  repaired 
Old  cesspools  filled  in 
New  baths  provided 
New  sinks  fixed 
Trapped  sink  waste  pipes  fixed 

Water  tests  applied  ...  513 

Smoke  tests  applied  ...  291 


83 

37 

1 

1 

11 

164 

12 

70 

1 

22 

26 

136 

76 

51 

2 

19 

47 

5 

18 

9 

69 

164 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No.  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Water  supply  laid  on  in  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  100 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drain  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dnmp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Yards  re-paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

New  wash-houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Defective  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  279 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  234 

Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  233 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenants’  neglect)  ...  ...  ...  6 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated  ...  ...  ...  8 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  313 


Total  2945 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

The  usual  systematic  attention  was  given  to  the  emptying  of  cesspools 
during  the  year,  and  the  figures  below  indicate  the  amount  of  work  done  : — 

Total  number  of  loads  removed  by  day  gang  ...  ...  ...  7613 

Number  of  loads  removed  by  night  soil  men  : — 

From  Cesspools  ...  ...  967 

From  Privies  ....  ...  269 

—  1236 

The  day  work  shows  an  increase  cf  224  loads  compared  with  1922,  but  there  was  a  decrease  of 
557  night  loads  removed.  This  decrease  was  due  to  the  fact  that  t lie  reduction  in  the  number  of 
privies  in  the  city  made  it  possible  to  dispense  with  one  night  gang  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 


A  considerable  amount  of  time  including  Sundays  and  evenings,  was  devoted  to  food  inspection 
during  1923,  and  the  following  food  was  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption — 


12  carcases,  etc.,  of  cows 
1  carcase  of  a  steer 
1  carcase  of  a  heifer 
4  forequarters  of  heifer  beef 
1  forequarter  of  steer  beef 
1  forequarter  of  cow  beef 
33  carcases,  etc.,  of  pigs 

1  forequarter  of  a  pig 
4  carcases  of  sheep 

2  hindquarters  of  sheep 
99  lbs.  imported  beef  and  mutton 

138  lbs.  salt  beef 
14  lbs.  salt  pork 
16  ox  heads  and  tongues 
12  ox  livers 
2  ox  kidneys 
24  pigs’  plucks 
4  pigs’  heads 
4  pigs’  livers 
2  sheeps’  livers 


(Tuberculosis) 


(19  Swine  Fever,  8  Tuberculosis,  3  Suffocation,  2  Decomposition, 
1  Emaciation  and  Dropsy). 

(Pleurisy) 

(3  Emaeiation  and  Dropsy,  1  Suffocation) 

(Bruises) 

(Unsound) 


(Tuberculosis) 

(8  Tuberculosis,  2  Cavernous  Angioma,  1  Abscesses,  and  1  Parasites) 
(Nephritis) 


(Unsound) 
(Tuberculosis) 
(Cirrhosis) 
(Parasites) 

191  lbs.  of  fish 
6  barrels  of  apples 
110  tins  of  fruit  and  vegetables 
79  6-lb.  tins  of  corned  beef 


74  tins  of  fish 
48  packets  of  cereals 
29  jars  of  jam 
5  bottles  of  pickles 


DISINFECTION. 

156  rooms  were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 
37  rooms  were  fumigated  with  the  object  of  destroying  vermin. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  OFFICE  WORK. 

Inspections— 

Primary  inspections  of  premises ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  482 

House-to-house  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Caravans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Re-inspections  after  seiwice  of  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  1809 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2447 

„  factories  and  workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

„  slaughter  houses,  and  food  inspections  ...  ...  ...  484 

,,  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

„  offensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

„  stables  and  mews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  ...  ;..  ...  ...  ...  171 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  528 

Total  ...  ...  6410 

Office  Work—  - 

Letters  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  1020 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

Intimation  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  604 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Notices  sent  out  re  cesspools  and  privies  ...  ...  ...  384 

Notices  sent  to  schools  re  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  90 

Plans  of  new  drainage  drawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Reports  to  Health  Committee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TOPPING, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  seven  in  the  District,  five  of  which  are  registered  and  two  licensed.  They  have  been 
systematically  inspected  during  the  year,  and  many  additional  visits  have  been  paid  at  other  times  and 
at  times  of  slaughtering. 

On  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  the  butchers  take  reasonable  care  to  keep  their  premises  clean 
and  to  observe  the  Bye-Laws,  but  is  clear  that  inspection  of  slaughter  houses  situated  in  different  parts 
of  the  District  can  never  be  as  effective  as  it  could  he  if  all  the  slaughtering  were  concentrated  in  one 
Public  Abbatoir. 

DISINFECTION. 


The  disinfection  of  rooms  and  their  contents  is  usually  carried  out  by  formalin  vapour  or  spraying. 
In  exceptional  cases  soft  articles  are  taken  to  St.  A\  illiam  s  Hospital  and  treated  by  steam  disinfection. 
One  or  other  of  the  fonner  methods  is  always  undertaken  after  the  termination  of  a  case  of  Infectious 
Disease  or  after  the  removal  of  a  patient  to  hospital.  These  measures  seem  to  be  effective  since  it  is 
rare  to  find  a  second  case  in  a  house  from  which  the  patient  has  been  removed  and  disinfection 
undertaken,  even  though  that  house  has  been  overcrowded.  But  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
actual  steps  of  disinfection  are  very  imperfect  and  that  the  subsequent  immunity  mostly  depends  on 
the  removal  of  the  patient.  In  other  words,  that  the  risk  of  infection  lies  far  more  in  the  person  than 
in  the  person’s  clothing  and  intimate  belongings. 

No  measures  of  disinfection  of  persons  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year,  but  facilities  arc 
available  in  case  of  need  at  the  Medway  h  nion  Infirmary,  situated  outside  the  District, but  within  easy  reach 

ACTION  UNDER  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

All  the  above  are  systematically  inspected  and  visited  at  other  times.  The  dailies  and  milkshops 
are,  on  the  whole,  managed  with  a  proper  regal’d  to  cleanliness  and  to  the  protection  of  milk  from 
extraneous  contamination.  No  considerable  improvement,  however,  can  be  observed  with  regard  to 
the  cowsheds.  The  small  milk  producer  appears  to  be  ineducable  in  the  matter  of  cleanliness,  if, 
indeed,  he  has  even  yet  learned  the  meaning  of  the  word. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


Seventy-four  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year.  They  were — 


Milk 

Lard 

Margarine  ... 

Cheese 

Butter 

Sponge  Cakes 

Vinegar 

Drugs 


31 

14 

8 

<; 

5 

4 

4 


74 


Four  samples  were  adulterated,  all  being  Milk. 

Prosecutions  were  undertaken  in  respect  of  two  of  these  cases  and  the  following  fines  were 
inllieted — £7/10,0.  including  costs,  and  £1/15/0,  including  costs. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Number  of  inspections  of  workshops  during  the  year  ...  128 

Defects  found  in  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Written  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Homework — Wearing  Apparel.  Lists  received,  14.  Outworkers — Workmen,  14. 
Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  year — 

Workshops,  77.  Domestic  Workshops,  60.  Bakehouses,  15.  Total,  152. 

One  case  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector,  and  has  not 
yet  been  remedied. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  taken  in  this  matter  during  the  year. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 

No  specific  action  under  these  regulations  was  taken  during  the  year. 


8.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  staff  is  as  follows — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Also  Port  Medical  Officer,  School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
Superintendant  of  St.  William's  Isolation  Hospital.  Whole  time.  A  contribution  is  paid  to  this 
officer’s  salarv. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Whole  time.  This  officer  holds  the  Meat  Inspection  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  A  contribution  is  paid. 

First  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  Whole  time.  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate.  No  contribution. 
Second  Assistant  Sanitary  inspector  (a  yearly  appointment).  Whole  time.  No  contribution. 

First  Health  Visitor.  Whole  time.  A  contribution  is  paid  to  this  officer’s  salary  and  she  holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Mid  wives’  Board,  and  is  a  Sanitary  Inspector  by  examination  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Second  Health  Visitor.  Whole  time.  Her  qualifications  are  as  for  the  First  Health  Visitor,  and  a 
contribution  is  paid. 

Clerk.  Whole  time.  No  contribution  is  paid. 

9.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — 

(a) .  Total 

(b) .  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme 


10 


29 

0 


1.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  bousing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
tit  for  human  habitation 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 
a.  Proceedings  under  Section  2S  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act. 1919. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ... 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

11  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners 
c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 


1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

*2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  15 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

4.  Number  of  d  welling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  15 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 

6.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  the  owners 

after  Closing  Order  has  been  made  ...  ...  ...  0 


*  Two  other  houses  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners  on  account  of  their  bad  condition. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  as  part  of  a  municipal 
housing  scheme.  It  is  expected  that  during  the  current  year  sixty  will  be  built  on  the  Maidstone  Road 
site,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four,  since  there  are  already  seventy-four  at  Frindsbury, 
and  twenty  at  Steele  Street.  How  far  these  houses  will  relieve  the  wants  of  those  who  at  present 
overcrowd  the  poorer  class  property  in  the  District,  is  problematical.  That  overcrowding  is  undesira¬ 
ble  from  every  point  of  view  will  not  be  contested,  but  it  cannot  escape  notice  that,  judging  from  the 
vital  statistics  presented  in  this  Report,  its  effects  on  the  general  health  of  the  people  during  1923 
might  easily  be  exaggerated. 

10.  GENERAL. 

With  the  object  of  maintaining  a  continuous  record  for  future  reference,  the  following  tables  and 
other  information  are  included  in  the  Report. 

a.  TABLE  OF  COMPARISON  FOR  THE  YEAR  1923. 

Infant  Mortality 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

per  1000  births 

England  and  Wales 

19.7 

11.6 

69 

105  Great  Towns 

20.4 

11.6 

72 

157  Smaller  Towns 

19.8 

10.6 

69 

London  ... 

20.2 

11.2 

60 

Rochester 

19 

10.2 

45.8 

b.  INFANT  MORTALITY  AND  THE  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  Rochester  for  the  year  1923  has  reached  an  unprecedentedly  low 
record  and  is  23.2  lower  than  the  average  for  the  157  Smaller  Towns  in  the  Country.  This  return 
should  re-assure  all  those  who  may  be  inclined  to  deplore  the  fact  that  the  City  has  no  elaborate  and 
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355 

124 

19 

105 

NOTICES. 

260 

46 

IS 

0 

2 

30 

26 

0 


expensive  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  The  credit  should  be  given  to  the  intelligent  and 
sympathetic  activities  of  the  two  Health  Visitors,  and  to  the  practise  of  a  wide  distribution  of  Dried 
Milk.  The  value  of  this  form  of  food  for  Tnfants  becomes  more  apparent  day  by  day,  and  although  its 
issue  costs  the  Corporation  a  considerable  sum  of  money  each  year,  it  is  money  well  laid  out,  and  will 
produce  an  ultimate  dividend  in  the  more  robust  physique  of  the  children. 

c.  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  Venereal  Disease  in  Rochester,  treated  at  the  Clinic  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  during  the  last  seven  years  — 


Year 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

1917 

15 

_ 

1918 

31 

118 

1919 

S7 

175 

1920 

72 

27S 

1921 

63 

705 

1922 

37  « 

455 

1923 

42 

n.  LOCAL  RAINFALL  IN  1923. 

593 

24  29  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the  District  in  1923.  The  average  rainfall  for  the  preceding  10  years 
is  23.1  inches. 

E.  RATS. 

During  the  year  5530  rats  were  destroyed  by  the  Corporation  Rat  Catcher,  and  their  bodies 
recovered.  In  1922  the  number  was  6062,  in  1921 — 6214,  in  1920 — 4390.  Some  doubt  has  been 
expressed  as  to  the  value  of  the  Rat  Catcher’s  services.  In  this  connection  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Rat  Catcher  was  originally  appointed,  jointly  with  Chatham,  owing  to  urgent  representations 
from  Rate-payers  as  to  the  losses  and  injury  they  were  suffering  from  the  large  number  of  rats  in  the 
District,  and  that  their  anxiety  on  this  account  has  not  diminished  is  shewn  by  the  fact  that,  during 
the  year  1923,  no  fewer  than  51  applications  were  received  from  private  persons  for  the  Rat  Catcher’s 
services. 

It  is  computed  that  a  rat  will  eat,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  food  to  the  value  of  £1,  and  besides  this 
lie  is  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  a  great  deal  of  property.  It  is  also  computed,  that  a  pair  of 
rats,  under  congenial  surroundings,  will  increase  to  800  in  a  year. 

It  therefore  seems  that  the  present  attempt  to  keep  the  rat  population  within  limits  is  eminently 
justified,  and,  seeing  that  the  Corporation  is  responsible  for  providing,  in  their  household  refuse 
heaps,  the  principal  breeding  ground  for  rats,  it  is  not  unreasonable  that  they  should  continue  to  take 
steps  to  mitigate  the  nuisance. 

Should  the  services  of  the  Rat  Catcher  be  dispensed  with,  it  is  certain  that,  in  a  very  short  time, 
there  would  be  another  great  outcry  from  the  Rate-payers,  and  the  whole  system,  now  working  so  well, 
would  have  to  be  re-organised. 

ST  WILLIAM’S  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  average  for  the  preceding 


ten  years  is  291.  Two 

hundred  and  forty-six  cases  were 

admitted 

in  1922,  and 

four 

hundred  and 

nineteen  in  1921. 

ROCHESTER. 

Total  from 

Age  Scarlet  Fever.  Typhoid  Fever.  Diphtheria. 

Small  Pox 

Total  Rochester 

Under  Five 

6 

0 

5 

0 

11 

79 

Five  and  upwards 

40 

s 

20 

0 

68 

CHATHAM. 

Total  from 

Chatham 

Under  Five 

9 

1 

5 

0 

15 

85 

Five  and  upwards 

49 

2 

IS 

1 

70 

Total 

FROM 

NEIGHBOURING  AUTHORITIES. 

ji 

Neighbouring 

Under  Five 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Five  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

104 

11 

49 

1 

165 

165 

Bacteriological  examination  of 

patients  in  the  Hospital,  for  purposes  of  diagnosis,  and  before  dis- 

charge,  are  made  whenever  it  seems  desirable. 

The  mortality  was  as  follows 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

...  •••  ... 

There  was  no 

death 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

•••  ... 

There  was  no 

death 

Typhoid  Fever 

... 

...  •••  ... 

.  .  . 

There  was  one 

■  death 

Average  number  of  days  detained  in  Hospital . — 

Scarlet  Fever 

50.6 

Diphtheria 

... 

... 

30.4 

Typhoid  Fever 

•  .  • 

...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

69 

Cases  which  terminated  in  death,  and  cases  wrongly  diagnosed  are  not  included  in  these  averages. 

The  Diphtheria  was  of  a  much  milder  type  than  in  1922  when  the  case  mortality  was  11.9  per  cent. 

During  the  year  the  cases  found  to  be  wrongly  diagnosed  were  far  more  numerous  than  usual.  No 
fewer  than  ten  out  of  forty -nine  Diphtheria  diagnoses  were  incorrect,  and  three  out  of  eleven  Typhoid 
Fever  cases.  The  case  which  was  sent  in  as  Small  Pox  was  not  that  disease,  but  the  admission  of  the 
patient  is  not  to  be  altogether  regretted  as  it  enabled  the  Hospital  Staff  to  test  its  organisation  for 
dealing  with  Small  Pox.  It  gave  us  the  opportunity  of  a  full  dress  rehearsal  in  view  of  the  time  when 
we  may  have  to  act  in  earnest. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  2,936. 


TABLE  II. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROCHESTER  M.B.  1923. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

Ai.l  Causes. 

160 

169 

1  Enteric  fever . 

2  Small-pox  . 

3  Measles  . 

1 

2 

4  Scarlet  fever . 

5  Whooping  cough  . 

6  Diphtheria  . 

7  Influenza 

o 

4 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

1 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  . 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

14 

15 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases . 

1 

3 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

19 

29 

13  Rheumatic  fever  . 

1 

1 

14  Diabetes  . 

2 

3 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c . 

2 

13 

1(>  Heart  disease . 

19 

20 

17  Arterio-sclerosis  . 

11 

4 

18  Bronchitis 

19 

21 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

b 

6 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

3 

1 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

22  Diarrhoea,  Ac.  (under  2  years) 

1 

1 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

1 

2 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis . 

3 

4 

2G  Puerperal  sepsis  . 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

pregnancy  and  parturition . 

2 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malform- 

ation,  premature  birth  ... 

7 

11 

29  Suicide  . 

4 

2 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence... 

9 

4 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

37 

19 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  ... 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Polioencephalitis  . 

Deaths  of  Infants  f  Total  . 

13 

15 

under  1  year  Illegitimate 

3 

1 

Total  Births  . 

277 

334 

Legitimate  ...  ...  . 

265 

321 

Illegitimate 

12 

13 

Population . 

32,010 

This  Table  is  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 
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TABLE  III. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1923.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1  Under  1  week. 

1 

1-2  Weeks. 

2  3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  Weeks. 

4  Weeks  and 

under  3  Months. 

3  Months  and 

under  6  Months. 

0  Months  and 

under  9  Months 

9  Months  and 

under  12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

All  ^  Certified  ... 

9 

2 

3 

1 

15 

6 

2 

O 

O 

2 

28 

Causes.  ^  Uncertified 

M  easles . 

• 

i 

1 

Whooping  Cough . 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  . 

Convulsions . 

i 

1 

Laryngitis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

1 

1 

*  O 

Diarrhoea . 

Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

2 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

i 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

2 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth . 

9 

1 

1 

ii 

3 

14 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  . 

i 

i 

i 

2 

Other  Causes  . 

1 

1 

2 

Totals . 

9 

2 

o 

o 

1 

15 

6 

2 

3 

2 

28 

Nett  Births  registered  during  (  legitimate,  586.  Nett  Deaths  registered  )  legitimate  infants,  24 

the  calendar  year  j  illegitimate,  25.  during  the  calendar  year )  illegitimate  infants  4 


This  table  shews  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  45.8  per  1,000  births;  that  the  same 
rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  was  40‘9  and  amongst  illegitimate  infants,  160. 


In  1922  the  same  rates  were  respectively 

1 921 

J>  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,)  ,, 


58.5  ;  57.6  and  80. 
77.3;  72.3  and  238. 
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Report  as  to  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Committee. 

Health  Department. 
Guildhall,  Rochester. 

Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  performed 
during  the  year  1923. 

FORM  A. 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  during  the  year  1923. 


Foreign 


1 

t 


Coastwise 


f 

I 


No.  No. 


No.  ' 

reported 

of  orders 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Inspected. 

to  be  defective. 

issued 

Steamers 

224 

89,675 

215 

82 

82 

Sailing 

31 

8,948 

30 

5 

5 

Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

255 

98,623 

245 

87 

87 

Steamers 

427 

160, S76 

417 

122 

122 

Sailing 

152 

12,568 

147 

IS 

18 

Fishing 

16 

— 

16 

2 

2 

Total  Coastwise 

595 

173,444 

580 

142 

142 

Total  Foreign  and  Coastwise  850  272,067  825  229  229 


FORM  B. 

No  organised  measures  for  the  destruction  of  Rats  were  undertaken  during  the  year,  nor  was  there 
any  request  from  any  Master  of  a  ship  to  destroy  Rats  on  board  his  vessel.  The  Corporation  of 
Rochester  employ  a  regular  Rat  Catcher,  and  his  services  would  always  be  available  in  case  of  need. 

FORM  C. 

No  vessel  entered  the  Port  from  a  plague-infected  port. 

The  following  vessels  were  also  boarded  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector: — 


Barges 

823 

Canal  Boats 

174 

Lighters 

107 

Water  Boats 

2 

Total  number  of  vessels  inspected 

1931 

Total 

number  in  1922 

2018 

„  „  1921  . 

1867 

99 

„  „  1920  . 

2011 

99 

„  „  1919  . 

1973 

If 

„  „  1918  . 

1952 

ff 

„  „  1917  . 

19S0 

•f 

„  „  1916  . 

1932 

9f 

„  1915  . 

2467 

99 

„  „  1914  . 

2914 

NUMBER  AND  NATIONALITY 

OF  VESSELS. 

British,  1838  ;  Norwegian,  45  ;  Swedish,  16  ;  Dutch,  15  ;  Danish,  4;  Finnish,  4;  German,  4  ; 
French,  3  ;  Portugese,  1  ;  Belgian,  1. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  chief  imports  are  Timber,  Coal,  China  Clay,  Flour,  Fruit,  Stone,  Corn,  and  various  Seeds  and 
Kernels  for  making  Cattle  Cake. 

The  chief  articles  exported  are  Cement,  Cattle  Cake  and  Oil. 

Import  Trade  is  carried  on  with  Scandinavian,  French,  Dutch,  German  and  Baltic  Ports  in 
Europe,  and  with  Chinese  and  West  African  Ports. 

Cement  is  shipped  to  practically  all  parts  of  the  world,  either  direct  or  first  taken  to  London  for 
trans-shipment- 

The  principal  British  Ports  with  which  trade  is  carried  on  are  the  Tyne,  Humber,  Tees  and 
Sunderland,  most  of  the  Scottish  Ports,  Liverpool,  Dublin,  Bristol,  CardifF,  Swansea,  Barry  and  London. 
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PORT  OF  ROCHESTER. 


REPORT  AS  TO  THE  EXECUTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1923. 


Name  ancl  Address  of  Inspector — Henry  Evans,  63  Weston  Road,  Strood,  Rochester. 

Remuneration  ...  £4  per  annum. 

No  boat  was  detained  during  the  year. 


Number  of  new  boats  registered 

,,  „  boats  re-registered  owing  to  structural  alterations 

„  „  „  ,.  for  other  reasons 

,,  „  „  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1923 

,,  „  „  inspected 

„  ,,  „  with  one  or  more  infringements 

Total  number  of  infringements 

„  „  „  „  remedied 

,,  „  „  women  on  boats  inspected 

„  „  „  children  under  5  years  ...  ...  * 

„  „  ,,  boats  on  Register  ...  ...  • 

CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  INFRINGEMENTS. 

Masters  without  Certificates 

Boats  not  pi'operly  marked 

Cabins  not  in  cleanly  condition 

Cabins  out  of  repair 

Cabins  requiring  to  be  painted 

Boats  with  defective  bulk  heads 

Drinking  water  vessels  to  be  provided  ... 

Leaky  decks  causing  wet  berths 


0 

0 

0 

142 

174 

30 

39 

39 

0 

0 

130 


9 

4 

10 

2 

8 


No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  met  with  during  the  year,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal 
steps  in  respect  of  any  infringement. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  PORT. 


Systematic  inspections  of  the  shipping  of  the  Port  are  made  and  vessels  specially  visited,  and 
their  crews  medically  inspected  as  occasion  requires.  Under  an  agreement  with  the  Port  of  London, 
their  Medical  Officer  of  Sheerness  inspects  all  ships  bound  for  the  Port  of  Rochester. 

The  facilities  for  visiting  ships  in  the  Port  have  been  much  improved  by  the  purchase  of  a 
Motor-boat,  which,  with  a  little  extra  equipment,  can  be  used  as  a  water  ambulance  in  case  of  necessity. 

Tliei'e  is  no  provision  for  cleansing  and  disinfecting  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings  for  the 
special  use  of  the  Port,  but  in  case  of  need  the  disinfecting  station  at  the  Medway  Infirmary  would  be 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Port  Authorities. 

The  Local  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  receives  cases  of  Small  Pox,  Cerebro- Spinal  Fever, 
Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


WATER  BOATS. 

Two  boats  are  used  for  supplying  ships  with  water  for  drinking  purposes.  The  tanks  of  each  boat 
have  been  cleaned  out  and  limewashed  four  times  during  the  year. 

CASES  OF  SICKNESS. 

Forty-nine  cases  of  sickness  came  under  observation,  none  of  which  were  serious  or  infectious. 

Venereal  Disease. — The  local  facilities  for  treating  Venereal  Disease  are  fully  made  known  to  each 
vessel  on  entering  the  Port.  No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

PASSENGERS. 

As  far  as  known,  no  passengers  arrived  in  the  Port. 


CARGOES. 

Cargoes  of  Flour,  Corn,  Meat,  Potatoes,  Sugar,  Locust  Beans,  Nuts  and  Salt  were  examined  and 
found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

Otterham  Quay,  Halstow  and  Whitewall  were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  offer  no  matter  for 
comment. 

Riverside  factories  and  wharves  have  been  periodically  visited  and  the  Port  Regulations  duly 

posted . 

Eleven  dead  dogs  found  on  the  foreshore  Were  buried. 

SHELL  FISH  BEDS. 

There  are  shell  fish  layings  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  River,  and  while  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
River  is  free  from  pollution,  the  shell  fish  gathered  from  these  layings  are  invariably  found  to  be  clean 
on  the  occasions  of  the  frequent  examinations  to  which  they  are  subjected.  There  is’evidence,  however, 
that  the  shell  fish  gathered  from  unauthorized  places  in  the  River,  places  nearer  the  City,  are  liable  to 
be  infected  with  the  germs  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  two  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  year  Were 
considered  to  have  arisen  in  this  way. 
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The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  notices  served  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  on  vessels,  other  than  Canal  Boats,  and  the  nuisances  discovered  and  dealt  with  : — 


Forecastles  to  cleanse 
Cabins  to  cleanse 
Forecastles  to  paint 
Cabins  to  paint 

Defective  light  in  cabins  or  forecastles 
Defective  ventilation  in  cabins  or  forecastles 
Leaky  decks  causing  wet  berths  ... 

Drinking  water  tanks  to  cleanse  ... 

Defective  bulkheads 

Stoves  and  funnels  to  renew 

Dirty  bedding  to  cleanse 

W.C.’s  to  cleanse  and  disinfect 

Peaks  and  lazarettes  to  cleanse  and  limewasli 

Side  scuttles  and  deck  prisms  to  refit 

Bilges  to  cleanse  and  disinfect 

Defective  doors  in  cabins  or  forecastles 

Food  cupboards  to  cleanse,  paint  or  ventilate 

Dirty  old  beds  burnt 

Skylights  to  glaze 

To  remove  filth  from  forecastle 

Sleeping  berths  to  paint 

To  provide  bottom  boards  to  sleeping  berths 

Skylight  and  scuttle  hatch  combings  to  caulk 

To  repair  w.c.  seats  and  doors 

Seat  lockers  to  repair 

Cabin  ladders  to  repair 

Manhole  door  to  provide  to  drinking  water 
tank 

Bow  lockers  to  clean  out 
Defective  scuppers  in  forecastle 
Leaky  hawse-pipes  in  forecastle  ... 

Vessels  disinfected 
Mess-room  tables  to  repair 
Ventilator  flanges  to  renew 


Foreign 

Coastwise 

Barges 

Total 

47 

94 

0 

141 

0 

0 

9 

9 

2 

6 

0 

8 

0 

0 

3 

3 

2 

0 

o 

4 

O 

7 

1 

10 

1 

5 

4 

10 

14 

16 

21 

51 

0 

1 

3 

4 

2 

7 

1 

10 

i 

0 

0 

1 

30 

62 

0 

92 

*> 

19 

0 

21 

7 

30 

0 

37 

o 

0 

4 

6 

0 

2 

1 

3 

4 

25 

o 

o 

Ol 

CO 

5 

4 

2 

11 

0 

0 

6 

6 

13 

1 

0 

14 

6 

4 

6 

16 

o 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

4 

0 

6 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

1 

5 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

3 

0 

0 

3 

O 

md 

3 

0 

10 

51 

295 

85 

531 

All  notices  were  complied  with. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


18 


